
Samford University’s Credit Hour Policy 

For Samford University programs including the undergraduate, graduate and professional, one unit (hour) 

of academic credit is granted to students who have successfully met academic requirements with an 

amount of work represented in intended learning outcomes and verified by evidence of student 

achievement that reasonably approximates not less than: 

(1) One hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of  

out of class student work each week for approximately fifteen weeks for one semester or trimester 

hour of credit, or ten to twelve weeks for one quarter hour of credit, or the equivalent amount of work 

over a different amount of time; or 

 

(2) at least an equivalent amount of work as required in paragraph (1) of this definition for other 

academic activities as established by the institution including laboratory work, internships, clinicals, 

practica, studio work, and other academic work leading to the award of credit hours. 

 

The above policy is in accordance with federal regulations and requirements of the Southern Association 

of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges.  It is applicable to all courses offered, regardless of the 

mode of delivery and/or session length (e.g. standard 15-week instructional format, 10- or 8-week format, 

non-classroom based learning experiences, and online course delivery experiences).  Individual schools 

and/or programs with course formats which differ from those cited above must define the standards for 

credit hours assigned and provide those standards and credit hours to students through publication (i.e. 

handbooks or websites.) 

 


